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IMPORTANT 

This  file  constitutes  a  part  of  the  official  records  of  the 
National  Park  Service  and  should  not  be  separated  or  papers 
withdrawn  without  express  authority  of  the  official  in  charge. 

All  Files  should  be  returned  promptly  to  the  File  Room. 

Officials  and  employees  will  be  held  responsible  for  failure 
to  observe  these  rules,  which  are  necessary  to  protect  the 
integrity  of  the  official  records. 

NEWTON  B.  DRURY, 


U.  S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE  16 22371 


Director. 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Yellowstone   National  Park 
Yellowstone   Park,  Wyoming 


Report  1ml 


ffioe  of  the  Superintendent 


ER: 


Summary  of  the  May  I9I+8  Monthly  narrative  Report  for 
YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARI 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES 


Moderate  seasonal  temperatures  and  below  normal  pre- 
cipitation recorded.     Maximum  82   ,  minimum  20°. 

Superintendent  Rogers  made  trips   to  Livingston, 
Helena  and  Billings*     Restrictions  on  mailings  re- 
leased.    Additional  allotment  11,700  mailings 
received.     Absaroka  Conservation  Committee  spring 
meeting  May  16.     Stenographer -typist  examination 
announced.     School  term  closed  May  21.     Four  gradu- 
ates. 

Condon  and  Skinner  designated  to  cheek  souvenir 
items.     Sound  recordings  made   of  various  Yellowstone 
features.     Speoial  examination  held  for  Gerard  Doesie 
Pishing  season  opened  May  JO.      Ice   out  of  Lake  May  27 « 

IN-SERVICE  TRAINING:   Orientation  and  training  program  for  concessioners' 

employees  held  at  Old  Faithful.     Program  to  be 
extended  to  other  points  in  park. 
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INSPECTIONS 


George  Muahbaoh,   Paul  Roberts,  Tom  Loramasson,   leldon 
B.  Robinson,   Maynard  Cummings  visit  park.     Neubauer 
left. 
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PLANS,   MAPS  AND 
SURVEYS: 

63N31AL  PUBLICITY: 


MAINTENANCE. 


Matt  son  in  Omaha  and  Sveleth,  Minnesota, 
working  on  drawings. 


Neubauer 


No  press  releases  mailed*     Associated  Press   furnished 
story  on  road  and  concessioner  openings.     So  publicity 
director  employed  for  summer. 

First  supply  of  "Accommodations  and  Services"   leaflet 
received.     82,000  broadsides   on  hand. 

Snow  plowing  continues  throughout  month.     Night  sched- 
ule neoessary.      3ast  Entrance  opened  May  21,   South  28th. 
Plow  broke  through  Red  Lodge  road  May  31*     11  road 
crews  organised.     Numerous  rook  and  mud  slides  devel- 
oped.    Some  guard  rail  placed.     Maintenance  crews  en- 
gaged in  patching  and  reprocessing.     South  Approach 
Road  in  poor  shape.     Moran-South   Entrance  Road  opened 
May  19*     Considerable   labor  shortage  until  end  month. 
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IEW  CONSTRUCTION} 


CONCESSIONERS: 


INTERPRETIVE  ser- 
vices 5 


Ho  active  projects  during  month.     Road  sufficiently- 
dry  to  start  work  on  Sac.   C,   Moran-South  Sntra.no© 
Approach  Road.     Little  work  done   on  residences  at 
Mammoth.     Temporary  houses  at  Mammoth  99$  complete. 
Work  continued  on  prefabricated  walks. 

W.  H.  Nichols  visited  park.     Old  Faithful  tourist 
cabins,   cafeteria  and   garage  opened  May  10,  Fishing 
Bridge  20th.     Haynes   0.  F.   shop  opened  20th,   F.   B. 
27th.     Canyon,   Mammoth  and  Thumb  opened  May  29. 
Huntley  Child  moved  offices  to  Mammoth  13th.     John 
Q.   Nichols  made  Asst.  to  Pros.     Hamilton  arrived  21st. 

Utah  Agricultural  College  group  given  speoial  services. 
Park  Naturalist  shows  movies  and   £ives  talk  to  conces- 
sioner employees.     Shutters  removed   from  way-side 
exhibits  and  foyer  exhibits  and   Norris  Museum.     Mammoth 
Museum  opened  2i+th,    Old  Faithful  28th. 
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MUSSUM  ACTIVITIES 
AHD  iffl!l3HSi 


Plans  completed  for  Old  Faithful  amphitheatre  stage. 
Arrangements  made  for  repair  museum  cases   0.   F.  &  F.   B. 


BIS3ARCH  AND  0B- 
'  SERVaTIOTS"; 


NATURAL  HISTORY 
ASSOCIATION: 


INCREASE  OR  DE- 
CREASE Iff  YUvsu 


Dr.  Bauer's  book  reviewed.     Several  field  trips  made 
by  naturalists.     Roadside  coyote   still  working  in 
Lower  Geyser  Basin.     Bull  moose  seen  in  Willow  Park 
with  pinto  appearance.     Two  bull  elk  still  frequenting 
Mammoth  parade  ground.     Opportunities  good  for  observ- 
ing bird  life. 

Osprey  unlawfully  trapped  below  Gardiner. 

Work  done  on  material   for  Roosevelt  Memorial  Park 
leaflet.     April-May  Nature  Notes  mailed.     Sew  listing 
of  available  publications  made. 


All  roads  open  by  May  JQ, 
six  months. 


51,!i78  visitors  during  past 


5 

6 

6 
? 


VISITORS 


Special  visitors   included  Congressman  P' Swart,    George  S. 
Sokolsky  and  Howard  A.  D.   Powers-  7 


RANGER  SERVICE) 


LAW  ENFORCEMENT  1 
WILDLIFE  AND  FISH 

cT&tTJraTTXcTIvT- 

TISS  -  BEARS. 


Preparations  made  for  coming  season.  Protection  Division 
lost  three  men  through  transfers.  7 

Two  cases  presented  to  Commissioner*  7 

Black  bears  appeared  at  various  points  around  Loop. 
Several  gristliea  seen  in  0.  F.  areaj  grissley  with 
two  cubs  seen  near  Canyon.  7 

Requests  received  for  U  bear  cubs  and  2  young  grizslies.  8 
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GROUBD  SQUIRRBL 
COHTRTSCi 


STSR  SWABS* 


PISH  CULTURE  AND 


F0R3ST   PIES  PRO- 


DEATHS : 


MISCELLANEOUS  i 


Humorous   calves  born  during  month.     Small  groups  old 
bulls  provided  one   of  major  roadside  attractions. 

Coyote  tagging  activities  resumed.     Collection  adult 
ear-tagged  coyotes  continued  throughout  year. 
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Ifeeting  Upper  Gallatin  Conservation  Committee  held  May 
8  and  9*  Spring  meeting  Absaroka  Conservation  Committee 
May  15  and  16.  Montana  Wildlife  Restoration  men  tagging 
calf  elk.  8 

Ground  squirrels  killed  at  Mammoth  and  Tower  Palls  for 
control  purposes.  8 

Swans  nesting  on  Swan  Lake  and  near  Madison  Junction.     8 

Pish  traps  on  Madison  River  removed  on  18th.  Fish  spawn 
collection  operations  carried  on  at  Trout  Lake;  traps 
installed  at  Yellowstone  Lake.  9 

Fire  equipment  gotten  into  shape.  Annual  report  of  for- 
est protection  and  building  fire  equipment  prepared.     9 

Trail  maintenance  work  started  May  17 •  9 

Personnel  lined  up  for  season* s  work;  equipment  and 
material  on  hand  or  on  order  to  start  work  June  1.       9 

Effort  made  complete  fire  hazard  inspections  as  soon  as 

establishments  opened.  Recommendations  being  well 

carried  out.  9 

Five  motor  vehicle  acoidents  reported.  9 


Lucinda  May  Bolt,    Isabel  C.  MoCabe,    Ethel  L.  MoDanal, 
Dale   Fillmore,    George  Q.  Wheeler  eod  in  seasonal  posi- 
tions.    James  F.    O'Connor  transferred  from  Veterans 
Administration.     Robert  H.  Robinson  transferred  from  Hot 
Springs.     Wayne  B.  Alcorn  promoted  to  Park  Naturalist 
BJeS-2.     Harry  Reynolds  transferred  to  Blue  Ridge  Park- 
way: Rudolph  Lueck  to  Zion  i   Bryce. 


Frank  Matt s on1 s   father  died  May  25.     Eunice  Wright 
Knopp,    3ozsman,   died   of  heart  attack  May  30  • 

Last  regular  meeting  before  suramer  of  Local  I465  held. 
George  Mushbach  spoke.     John  Jay  and  Dave  Condon 
attended  State  Federation  meeting  in  Missoula.     Condon 
elected  First  Yice  President. 
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Report  1ml 
UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Yellowstone  National  Park 
Yellowstone  Park,  Wyoming 


ffice  of  the  Superintendent 


MSfORANDDM  for  the  Director. 


June  8,  I9I4B 


Following  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone  national  Park 
during  the  month  of  May  19U8. 

leather  Conditions.  Moderate  seasonal  temperatures  and  below  normal 
amounts  of  precipitation  were  recorded  at  Mammoth  during  May.  A  maximum  tem- 
perature of  82  degrees  was  observed  on  the  20th  and  a  minimum  temperature  of 
20  degrees  on  the  5th.  Total  precipitation  for  the  month  amounted  to  i.52 
inches  as  compared  to  1.80  inches  in  May  19^7.  2.29  inches  in  May  191*6  and  2.78 
inches  in  May  19^5»  A  greater  than  normal  snow  cover  persisted  in  the  higher 
altitudes.  There  were  eleven  clear,  15  partly  cloudy  and  5  cloudy  days  in  May. 

Speoial  Activities.  Superintendent  Rogers  attended  Rotary  in  Livingston 
on  May  10  with  Assistant  Superintendent  Johnston  and  discussed  the  Red  Lodge- 
Cooke  road  maintenance  with  Governor  Ford,  of  Montana,  who  was  principal 
speaker  at  the  meeting.   On  the  19th  a  trip  was  made  to  Helena  to  discuss  the 
Red  Lodge-Cooke  highway  maintenance  with  the  State  Highway  Engineer.  A  trip 
was  made  to  Billings  on  May  26  to  meet  Regional  Director  Merriam  and  accompany 
him  to  Custer  Battlefield;  returned  the  following  day. 

On  May  13  the  park  received  advice  that  the  Deficiency  Bill  had  passed  on 
May  6,  which  provided  for  additional  postage  and  released  the  restrictions  on 
the  use  of  penalty  envelopes.  An  additional  allotment  of  11,700  mailings  was 
made  the  Yellowstone  which  was  sufficient  to  take  care  of  its  needs  for  the 
remainder  of  the  fiscal  year.  An  accumulation  of  requests  for  information  and 
applications  for  employment  was  handled  immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  addition- 
al allotment. 

The  Absaroka  Conservation  Committee  held  its  spring  meeting  in  the  Canteen 
building  on  May  16.  Congressman  Wesley  A.  D' Swart,  of  Montana,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  presided. 

The  13th  Civil  Service  Region  announced  an  examination  for  stenographer- 
typist,  which  was  received  on  May  17,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  131&  Region. 
The  stenographic  test  for  this  examination  has  been  lowered  from  96  to  80  words 
per  minute.  Several  Yellowstone  employees  and  residents  expect  to  take  the 
examination  when  it  is  held* 

The  Yellowstone  school  closed  its  term  on  May  21.  Graduation  exercises 
were  held  on  the  evening  of  May  21  and  Judge  T.  Paul  Wilcox  delivered  the  gradu- 
ation address.   Four  pupils  graduated,  Margaret  Reed,  Datus  Proper,  William 
Chapman  and  Ray  Hoehstrasser.  The  school  picnic  was  held  the  following  day 
at  Tower  Falls. 
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Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  and  Curtis  K.  Skinner  were  designated  by  the 
Superintendent  as  a  committee  to  check  on  souvenir  sales  items  sold  by  conces- 
sioners. 

On  May  15  a  portable  power  plant  was  used  by  the  Chief  Park  Naturalist  in 
providing  power  for  the  operation  of  sound   recording  devices*     Mr.  Robert  Greer 
of  radio  station  KPRK,   Livingston,   accompanied  the  Chief  Park  Naturalist  and 
the   sounds  made  by  Rustic  Palls,   Prying  Pan  Spring,   Black  Growler  Vent,   Beryl 
Spring,  the  Fountain  Paint   Pots,   a  large  mud  pot  in  this   area,   Old  Faithful  and 
Daisy  Geysers  were  recorded  on  steel  wire  and  magnetic  tape*     Mr*   Greer  was  to 
provide  Yellowstone  with  the  record  on  which   these  sounds  were  to  be  recorded. 

Chief  Clerk  Anderson  held  a  special  Civil  Service  examination  on  May  26 
for  Clerk,   CAF-5  *n<i  6  for  Gerard  Doeaie  who  is  being  considered  for  transfer 
to  Sverglades  National   Park. 

The   fishing  season  in  the  park  opened  May  30.     The  ice  went  out  of  Yellow- 
stone Lake   on  May  27  • 

In-Service  Training.     Due  to  the  moving  of  personnel  to  their  new  assign- 
ment s7Tn~:servrce~TrlLTnTng  activities  were  for  the  most  part  confined  to  rangers 
assigned  to  headquarters.     An  orientation  and  training  program  for  the  conces- 
sioners' employees  was  held  at  Old  Faithful,   and  was  well  attended.     The  subjects 
of  the  talks  given  were  "Wiat   is  the  concessioner's  employee's  job?",   "Hihat  is 
the   ranger's  job?"   and  "What  has  Yellowstone  to  offer?".     These  talks  were 
followed  by  a  colored  moving  picture  showing  the  outstanding  scenic  attractions 
along  the  loop  highway  of  the  park.     This  type   of  program  will  be  extended  during 
the  next  month  to  inolude  all  concessioners'   employees  in  the  park. 

Inspections.     George  Mushbach,   Supt.,   National  Bison  Range,  Moisse,  Mont., 
in  May  3  to  look  over  operations  at  Lamar  Unit  in  connection  with  the  handling 
of  buffalo.     He  also  spoke  at  the  NFFE  meeting.     Paul  Roberts,  Chief,   Division 
of  Range  Management,   U.   S.  P.   S.,   Missoula  and  his   assistant,   Tom  Lommasson,   in 
May  10.     Heldon  B.  Robinson,   Predatory  Animal   Officer,   f&WL  Service,   Denver, 
and  his  assistant,   Maynard  Cummings,   in  May  15  to  continue  ooyote  tagging  pro- 
gram.    Franklin  J.   Neabauer,   Landscape  Architect,   Region  Two,  who  arrived 
April  26  departed  May  15. 

Plans,  Maps  and  Surveys .     Resident  Landscape  Architect  Matt son  departed 
on  May  15   for  assigznent  to  the  Region  Two  office   for  a  week.     Following  his 
assignment  in  Omaha  he  visited  his  home  in  Eveleth,   Minn*,  where  his  father 
died  on  May  25*     He  expects  to  return  to  the  park  about  June  8.     Landscape 
Architect  Neubauer  worked  on  drawings  during  his  assignment  in  the  park  until 
May  15* 

General  Publicity.     No  press  releases  were  sent   out  during  the  month 
although  a  story  on  road  and  concessions   openings  was  phoned  the  Associated 
Press   on  May  21.     The  park  concessioners  do  not   contemplated  employing  a  pub- 
licity director  for  the  I9L18  season  so  all  publicity  for  the  park  will  be 
handled  by  Administrative  Assistant  Joffe. 
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The  first   supply  of  "Accommodations  and  Services"    leaflet,    issued  by  the 
Yellowstone  Park  Company,   became  available  on  May  19*     These  were  sent  to  all 
park  entrances  for  distribution  to  visitors  and  were  used  in  answering  requests 
for  information.     They  contain  the  19i|8  rates. 

A  total  of  82,000  Yellowstone  broadsides  (19U7)  wre  on  hand  at  the  end  of 
the  month.     The  release   of  the  restrictions  on  mailings  received  on  May  13  per- 
mitted answering  an  accumulation  of  requests  for  information  on  the  park  and 
furnishing  copies   of  the  broadside. 

Maintenance.     Snow  plowing  was  continuous  throughout  the  month  with  unus- 
ual ly~lvd&vy~Taaw  in  many  locations.      It  soon  became  evident  that  we  were  rapidly 
dropping  behind   schedule  even  though  operating  four  rotary  snow  plows.     A  night 
schedule  was  organised  and  work  also  continued  on  two  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 
Snow  plowing  was  completed  in  the  park  on  May  2S).     The  East  Entrance  road  was 
opened  to  traffic  on  May  21  and  the   South  Entrance  road  on  May  28.      One  plow 
broke  through  fcn  the  Red  Lodge  Road  on  May  Jl,     A  week  or  ten  days  will  be 
required  for  widening  this  road  before  opening  it  to  travel.     Plowing  on  this 
section  was  better  than  usual.     At  no  time  was  it  necessary  to  replow  the  sec- 
tion of  road  that  had  been  plowed  due  to  recurring  storms.     The   latter  part  of 
the  month  was  unusually  warm  and  the   snow  settled  rapidly.     Drifts  on  this  sec- 
tion were  from  9  *o  M  feet  deep. 

Road  crews  are  organised  and  stationed  at  each  of  the  following  camps t 
Mammoth,  Madison,  Thumb,   Lake,    Canyon,   Tower  Palls,   Bast  Entrance,    Northeast 
Entrance,   Gallatin,   South  Forest,   and  the  snow  crew  at  Beartooth  camp  on  the 
Red  Lodge  to  Cooke  road.     The  camp  near  Red  Lodge  will  move  in  on  June  2» 

There  were  numerous  rock  and  mud  slides  which  developed  during  the  month 
and  our  truck  shovels   really  proved  their  worth. 

A  small  crew  is  placing  some  guard  rail  from  material  that  was  gotten  out 
last  fall. 

Most  of  the  work  of  the  maintenance  crews  has  been  patching*  however,  a 
little  reprocessing  was  done  on  the   Gallatin  and  Canyon  sections. 

The  South  Approach  road,  Moran  to  the  South  Entrance,   is  in  very  poor 
shape,  with  snow  water  standing  in  pools  on  the   road  surface  where  there  is  no 
drainage  and  no  place  to  drain  these   low  areas  into.     The  road  from  Moran  to 
the  South  Gate  was  opened  May  19. 

There  was  a  considerable   labor  shortage  until  near  the  end  of  the  month 
but  now  with  schools  out  labor  is  plentiful  though  not  too  good.     The  past 
winter  seemed  to  be  unusually  hard  on  roads,  both  in  the  park  and  on  state 
roads  adjoining  the  park.     The  breakup  of  the  surface  is   ususually  severe. 
Frost  boils  that  usually  last  a  week  or  ten  days  were  evident  for  a  month  or 
more.     At  the  end  of  the  month  1J0  men  were  working  on  road  maintenance. 
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New  Construction.  There  ware  no  active  projects  during  the  month.  High 
water  in  the  Snake  River  will  prevent  any  bridge  work  for  soma  time.  However, 
the  area  will  aoon  he  dry  enough  for  grading  operations,  Section  G  of  the  South 
Approach  Road,  Moran  to  South  Entrance,  McLaughlin,  Contractor. 

Very  little  work  was  done  on  Accounts  i£l  and  i+32,  Residences  at  Mammoth, 
as  work  was  concentrated  on  M.  R.  &  R.  jobs. 

The  temporary  houses  at  Mammoth,  Account  i;01»  were  about  99$  complete  and 
the  fourth  and  last  house  on  the  job  is  occupied. 

A  crew  has  been  working  on  the  prefabricated  wooden  walks,  Account  512. 

Concessioners.  Mr.  W.  M.  Niohols  visited  the  park  from  May  5  to  9  and 
again  on  the  16th. 

The  Old  Faithful  tourist  cabins,  cafeteria  and  garage  were  opened  on  May 
10.  The  Fishing  Bridge  tourist  cabins,  oafeteria  and  garage  were  opened  May  20. 
The  Haynea  0.  F.  pioture  shop  opened  May  20  and  the  F.  B.  shop  on  the  27th.  The 
Canyon  and  Mammoth  tourist  cabins,  the  Mammoth  coffee  shop  and  the  Thumb  tourist 
cabins  and  cafeteria  opened  May  29. 

Huntley  Child  moved  his  offices  from  Gardiner  to  Mammoth  on  May  13* 

John  Q.  Niohols,  Seoretary  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company,  arrived  in  the 
park  May  16.  On  May  20  Mr*  W.  M.  Nichols  advised  that  John  Q.  Nichols  had  been 
made  Assistant  to  the  President  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  in  addition  to 
Seoretary. 

C.  A.  Hamilton  arrived  in  the  park  on  May  21. 

Interpretive  Services.   On  May  11  a  special  group  of  28  wildlife  students 
from  the  Utah  Agricultural  College  visited  the  Mammoth  Museum  and  were  given  a 
two  hour  talk  by  the  Chief  Park  Naturalist  on  Yellowstone  National  Park  and 
National  Park  Service  ideals  and  policies.  On  the  evening  of  May  15  Chief  Park 
Naturalist  showed  the  motion  pictures  and  gave  a  talk  to  the  members  of  the 
absaroka  Conservation  Committee  in  the  Mammoth  canteen.  There  was  a  group  of 
about  5°  people  in  attendance. 

On  May  26  the  Chief  Park  Naturalist  gave  a  special  talk  and  showed  movies 
to  a  group  of  about  200  concessioner  employees  who  had  been  assembled  at  tyiQQ   p.m. 
for  this  special  meeting  in  the  Old  Faithful  amphitheatre. 

The  shutters  ware  removed  from  the  various  way-aide  exhibits  and  the  foyer 
exhibits  at  the  Norris  Museum  on  May  20  and  since  that  time  they  have  been   serv- 
ing as  interpretive  devlcea  for  the  visitors  to  the  park.  The  Old  Faithful 
Museum  was  opened  on  May  23  and  the  Mammoth  Museum  on  May  2i+. 

Museum  Activities  and  Exhibits.  Mammoth  Museum  has  been  made  available  to 
visitors  throughout  -the  major  part  of  the  month  of  May  and  was  regularly  opened 
with  museum  deek  information  services  on  May  2I4..  A  special  group  os& swsldcbdifacx 
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of  wildlife  students  fro®  the  Utah  Agricultural  College  spent  the  better  part  of 
the  day  of  May  10  in  the  headquarters  of  the  museum  examining  mounted  specimens 
and  studying  the  exhibit  cases* 

The   Old  Faithful  Museum  was  opened  to  the  public  with  museum  desk  informa- 
tion service  on  May  28. 

Plans  were  completed  for  the  stage  at  the   Old  Faithful  amphitheatre  and  at 
the   close  of  the  month  the  amphitheatre  installation  was  complete  and  the  con- 
struction was  under  way  on  the  stage  unit.     It  is  anticipated  that  the  complete 
unit  will  be  available  for  use  when  we  have  sufficient  personnel  to  begin  pre- 
senting evening  programs. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  repair  of  museum  oases  at  Old  Faithful 
and  Fishing  Bridge.     Plate  glass   for  installation  in  these  cases  and  at  the 
information  desks  has  been  on  order  and  it   is  expected  that  these  units  will  all 
be  in  operation  by  mid -June. 

Research  and  Observations.     Dr.  C.  Max  Bauer's  book  entitled  "Yellowstone — 
Its  Underworld"  was  reviewed  in  the  Chief  Park  Naturalist's  office  during  the 
month  and  the  galley  proof  returned  to  the  publisher,   the  University  of  Hew 
Mexico  Press,  Albuquerque,   New  Mexico.     Field  trips  were  made  by  Park  naturalist 
1*1 1 son  and  Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  on  several  occasions  during  the  month* 
On  May  3  Park  Naturalist  Watson  made  a  trip  to  the  Fishing  Bridge  area.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Park  Naturalist  Powers  of  Hawaii  National  Park  in  his  own  car. 
On  this  trip  several  interesting  observations  were  made  and  some  splendid  pic* 
tures  of  winter  scenes  were  secured.     On  May  10,   17,   18,  20  and  25  trips  were 
made  to  the  geyser  basin  areas  and  Old  Faithful  and  return  to  Mammoth.     On  these 
trips  observations  were  made  of  thermal  phenomena  and  the  progress  of  work  in 
the  thermal  area  e lean-up  was  reviewed.     Several  interesting  pictures  of  the 
debris  taken  from  some  of  the  thermal  features  were  secured.     On  May  17  and  18 
the  road-side  coyote  which  frequented  the  Lower  Geyser  Basin  area  during  the 
19U7  season  was  again  seen  panhandling  the  motorists  who  were  traveling  the  high- 
He  seems  to  be  ranging  in  the  same   general  area  used  by  him  last  year* 


On  the  trips  made  during  the  month  it  has  been  noticed  that  moose  seen  from 
the  highway  have  been  increasing  in  numbers  and  on  May  JO  a  total  of  19  of  these 
animals  were  counted  in  traveling  from  Mammoth  to  the  beaver  exhibit  at  the  upper 
end  of  Willow  Park.     One  bull  in  Willow  Park  has  a  pinto  appearance  for  his  coat 
consists   of  light  and  dark  splotches  and  gives  the  animal  a  peculiar  appearance. 

The  two  old  bull  elk  which  have  made  the  Mammoth  Parade  Ground  their  place 
of  abode  for  the  past  winter  and  still  frequent  the  area  have  proven  to  be  a 
major  attraction  for  visitors  and  at  times  are  completely  surrounded  by  enthusi- 
astic amateur  photographers.     The  animals  are   rapidly  developing  a  more  photo- 
genic character  with  the  increased  growth  of  their  antlers  and  the  development 
of  their  sleek  summer  coats: • 

Opportunities  for  observing  bird  life  have  been  v%ry  good  this  spring  and 
although  time  has  not  been  available   for  extensive   field  observations  many 
Interesting  species  have  been  recorded.     Sandhill  cranes  are  known  to  be  nesting 


-«:•    .  ©rM-  cc?  -o   Bj«®  fridS  MO    ewlT 

•  SS   gjjflf  I  MfcM 

rf-j»  feiXjg  ©id  '  rt  .felO 

-no  a   ;.  ;w  aol&&lla:<. 

ov  m&$  fwii  rm  ai  #1     .tf...  n  i$«w  i^o/ur  bjbw  M»UhMn#a 

~©iq  ixigocf  os  Xe«r-  ivftd  *s*r  0©rfw  *atr  **ol  *  = 

•  MM  griieeve  gflJhlfltfta 

*£-•©§«'  ':,     ©&*K  JK©©cf    «V£ii    ?: 

XX«  llh 

fdl  ao  i' #.»*>.  ©qo  £iJt  ©cf 

~H&rCN#jpmI£©ir'1  I  ■  :-n;o££xrn:©5 

."'ianav  .'de'f  looiq  v©II«3  ©xfsf  on.:. 

tfailaiuitsl  sftlri  *K  «Tt©w  at%l-  .<*&£  waiffi  «e;:r  xoH 

trfd-noffl  erfcJ-  jail  '  .t'.o30   I  ■  fica^jSr 

*ii;n  two  oJ  •;  .tni.l»'f  a 

**JN  wea  folio  ©&©©  ©i©w  sac:  i£i#t»«*fttJ  !**•¥<  ■ .:   f  aO 

©*x«w  aqitd-  i  ,8i    ,\'I    «GX  ■>£&$  flC  •    I  two©©  fit  ~iw  lo 

•aexiJ-  no     •  i&Ofln©!  '&t  &iu-  tat  ii&et.m  ,«i&:  §#  ©hiscr 

3fa<3W    lO    8ft«*Ig0%<2    €-d3'    boa    ©E©C\  I  B    Sq.tttf 

ae*autoiq  galtafUNtel  I©i©vo5     .bw*r©lv©t  &m-<  ciif-aa©!©  nens  Ij&medv?  »d;t 

81  fats  Y-*  X^  *&     -  3g  •*M  v&atfk  XstRioite  ©40  "to  l  ■■•tl  a©2f«rr  si*-, 

©rift-  gcei'iifi  #•*•  nJhwrtl  t#«^  -  :.-! bit-         -  ©ritf 

'  d  «f*  sflilavfi*!*  ©?•#  orfw  afrarraitocr  ■*?.©©©  T4^ 

,t»©ij  tf&»I  tali  (*t«  Is 

!    a«©8  ©so©*  tfetftf  bvusio-  need  tfjS'-:  nsO 

*«»il#  lo  "I  ?o  I«^o^  b  lam  ai  •  d  ^snr^|J3 

i&q^~r  ©itt  .'.cfi/fate  icvaarf  *ri#  o;fr  jd^o«RU#  aB*Xl   |  «l«ir  zl.aa.ttu* 

sari   .-ilr1  *  a.«x; 

•ea&xfUMM       ■  Iflxuiat;  mI#  e<rrl  %&&!&■,■ 

90Mtq  tit  a&ru  •,az«M  «ii«  a*>j»v  i>Io  «i 

-  :  .  ,  ^0    0*j:j3    Ma2#    #»   *■  -IOl    :■  I    *tot« 

i    js  gfliqo  I  &▼».;.  •  t#M 

•  Xa^fvfc  9^  bail  a*reX#r<t 

•  E#.eoo  iGtmoB  ^aela  -r ' 

fca»  §Kl*tqa  aii.'.  imi  ufi«<f  ©varf  ©111  b*tl€  yilneaGo  tol  ta>^liSf*< 

jczd-aaw  8*tB  ztzLMia  lltdl  ed  ©varf  a»roeq«  §niia©*it' 


between  Mammoth  and  Blaoktail  Deer  Creek,   in  the  Ml  low  Park  and  In  a  small 
lake  on  the  Mammoth  side  of  Norris  Junction.     Two  nest  sites  are  suspected  but 
were  not  looated  in  the  Hayden  Valley,  Mud  Volcano  vicinity.     On  three  occasions 
a  flock  of  about  a  dosen  Harlequin  ducks  have  been  observed  on  the  Yellowstone 
River  below  the  LeHardy  Cascades.     Some  rather  interesting  16mm  colored  movies 
were  secured  of  this  group  of  birds  on  one  occasion.     Trumpeter  Swan  nests  which 
have  been  observed  are  looated  at   Swan  Lake  and  the  small  lake  below  Madison 
Junction.     The  birds  have  been  observed  in  several  other  areas  but  time  has  not 
been  available  for  a  visit  to  probable  nesting  sites. 

On  May  Ik  in  the  late  afternoon  a  trip  was  made  to  the  site  of  an  osprey 
nest  which  had  been  constructed  on  the  top  of  a  telegraph  pole  along  the 
Northern  Paoifio  right   of  way  in  Yellowstone  Park  below  Gardiner.     This  nest 
site  had  been  under  observation  for  about  three  weeks.     The  observations  were 
being  made  from  the  northeast  side  of  the  river  where  it  was  possible  to  park 
along  the  highway  and  watch  the  birds  with  binoculars  from  this  point.     On 
May  11  it  was  observed  that  the  nest  had  been  apparently  destroyed  and  ithat 
looked  like  a  bird  was  hanging  from  the  cross-arm  of  the  telegraph  pole.     The 
first  opportunity  to  make  a  close  observation  of  what  had  actually  taken  place 
at  this  point  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  llvfch.     Upon  arrival  at  the  nest  site 
it  was  discovered  that  the  neat  had  been  destroyed  and  that  an  osprey  had  been 
captured  in  a  spring  trap  that  had  apparently  been  set  on  a  board  which  had 
been  tacked  to  the  top  of  the  telegraph  pole  after  the  nest  had  been  destroyed. 
The  bird  had  apparently  stepped  in  the  trap,  had  been  captured  and  then  had 
died  while  hanging  in  the  trap.     Some  photographs  were  made  of  the  scene  and 
of  the  tragedy,   and  an  examination  was  made  of  the  nesting  materials  which  had 
been  torn  from  the  top  of  the  pole.     These  observations  disclosed  that  among 
the  materials  making  up  the  nest  had  been  one  complete  elk  shank  and  foot,  a 
great  deal  of  sagebrush,   some   of  which  were  rather  large  pieces,  willow  branches, 
five  feet  in  length,   several  pieoes   of  house  shingles  and  considerable  drift- 
wood which  had  apparently  been  picked  up  along  the  river  banks,     vfiile  examining 
what  had  taken  place  at  this  spot  the  surviving  osprey  on  several  occasions  came 
flying  back,  hovered  over  the  former  nest  site  and  made  peculiar  calls.     With- 
out having  climbers  available  it  was  impossible  to  climb  up  the  very  tall  pole 
and  take  the  dead  bird  down. 

Hatural  History  Association*     The  material  for  the  preparation  of  a  leaflet 
for  the  Roosevelt  National  Memorial  Park  was  received  by  the  Association  on 
May  5*     This  material  was  sent  to  the  multilith  people  at  Spokane,  ¥&shington, 
for  the  preparation  of  aino  master  plates }  these  were   returned  and  the  job  of 
running  off  5,000  of  these  was  completed  and  the  material  shipped  to  the  Regional 
Director  of  Region  Two  on  May  30.     To  accomplish  this  work  required  that  person- 
nel of  the  Naturalist  Division  spend  several  evenings  working  at  the  museum. 

The  March-April  issue  of  Nature  Notes  was   finally  placed  in  the  mail  the 
middle  of  the  month  and  370  were  mailed  out.     The  dummy  material  for  the  May- 
June  issue  is  now  in  the  process  of  preparation.     A  new  listing  of  publications 
which  are  available  through  the  Library  and  Museum  Association  was  made  on  the 
multilith  during  the  month  and  these  listings  will  be  used  in  providing  people 
with  information  they  request  concerning  literature  available  on  this  park. 
The  complete  book  stock  for  resale  during  the  coming  season  is  now  on  hand  and 
it  has  been  divided  in  units  for  distribution  to  information  desks  at  Mammoth, 
Fishing  Bridge,   and  Old  faithful  Museums. 
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Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.     Snow  removal  operations  resulted  in  the 
opening  of  the  gast  Entrance  on  May  21  and  the  South  Sntranoe  on  May  28.     The 
other  park  entrances  were  open  throughout  the  entire  month.     With  the  opening 
of  the  Tower  Palls-Canyon  road  on  May  3°#   all  park  roads  were  open  to  travel 
for  the   1948  season. 

A  sharp  seasonal  increase  of  travel  was  experienced  in  May  as  compared  to 
that  recorded  for  April,  but  possibly  due  to  the  late  opening  of  the  roads,   a 
slightly  smaller  number  of  visitors  entered  the  park  during  lay  of  this  year 
than  during  the  corresponding  month  of  1947-     Travel  figures  for  May  1948  showed 
10,119  motor  vehicles  and  52,865  people  entering  the  park  as  compared  to  11,155 
motor  vehicles  and  32,933  psople  for  May  1947  • 

A  total  of  51.478  people  visited  the  park  during  the  first  six  months  of 
the  current  travel  year  (Ootober  1,   1947,   to  June  1,   194S)   *»  compared  with 
43*850  visitors  for  the  like  period  of  the  preceding  year. 

Visitors.     Lesley  A.  D*Bwart,   Congressman  from  Montana,    in  May  15 •     Presided 
at  meeting  of  Absaroka  Conservation  Committee  on  the  16th.     George  S.  Sokolsky, 
columnist  and  author,   in  May  31*     Howard  A.   D.   Powers,   Chief  Park  Naturalist, 
Hawaii  National  Park,  wife  and  two  children,  in  May  2  on  vacation. 

Ranger  Service.     Activities  of  the  Protection  Division  personnel  were  com- 
prised  of  preparations   for  the  coming  season.     Most  of  the  permanent  rangers 
moved  to  the  field  stations  assigned  to  them  and  the  necessary  transfers  of 
property  and  records  were  accomplished.     Field  work  was   started  wherever  snow 
conditions  permitted.     Other  Protection  Division  activities  consisted  of  highway 
patrols,   fish  planting,  the   operation  of  entrance  stations  and  the  routine  tasks 
that  are  necessary  to  place  the  organisation  in  readiness   for  the  season's  opera- 
tion. 

The  Protection  Division  lost  three  rangers  through  transfers  during  the 
month.     Park  Ranger  Harry  V.  Reynolds,   Jr.,  was  transferred  to  the  Blue  Ridge 
Parkway  National  Park  on  May  5j  Park  Ranger  Rudolph  F.  Lueck  transferred  to  Zion 
and  Bryoe  Canyon  National  Parks  on  May  25  and  District  Ranger  Wayne  B.  Alcorn 
was  transferred  to  the  Haturalist  Division,   Yellowstone  Sational  Park  effective 
May  30. 

Law  Enforcement.     Two  oases,  which  involved  violations  of  fishing  regulations 
and  the  building  of  a  oampfire  away  from  established  campgrounds  without  permit, 
were  presented  before  the  United  States  Commissioner  during  May.     Both  defendents 
entered  pleas  of  guilty  and  were  assessed  fines  totaling  #20.00. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.     BEARS.     A  few  black  bears  appeared 
at  various  poihis  around  the  Loop  Road  in  early  May.     By  end  of  the  month  oc- 
casional animals  were  commonly  seen.     One  mother  brown  bear  with  two  young  oubs 
appeared  near  Madison  Junction  on  May  20;  another  set  of  young  cubs  was  seen  in 
the  vicinity  of  Tower  Falls. 

Several  grissly  bears  were  seen  in  the   Old  Faithful  area.     Some  were  noted 
in  close  proximity  to  buffalo  and  elk  herds  and  one  elk  calf  is  known  to  have  been 
killed  and  eaten  by  a  grissly.     A  grixsly  with  two  cubs  was  also  seen  near  Canyon, 
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Requests  for  four  bear  oubs  and  two  young  grixzlies  have  been  received. 
If  suitable  shipping  orates  are   furnished  by  applicants,   an  effort  will  be  made 
to  fill  these  requests  during  the  summer  if  it  is  necessary  to  dispose  of  animals 
for  control  purposes. 

BISON.      Birth  of  bison  calves   (first  of  which  was  noted  on  April  15)  became 
quite  common  during  May.     By  mid -month  new  calves  were  seen  in  the  Old  Faithful 
section  as  well  as  in  the  northern  area. 

Small  groups  of  old  bulls  provided   one  of  the  major  roadside  attractions 
to  visitors  in  several  areas. 

COYOTES.     During  the   latter  half  of  the  month,    %ldon  B.  Robinson  and 
Maynard  Cummings,  biologists  of  the   Pish  and  midlife  Service,    resumed  coyote- 
tagging  activities  in  connection  with  migration  study.     An  airplane  was  used 
for  several  days  to  spot  ooyote  dens   from  the  air.     A  ground  crew  later  investi- 
gated the  areas  noted  from  the  air,   dug  out  the  dens  and  tagged  the  pups. 

At  the  request  of  the  Fish  and  Midlife  Service,   instruction  has  been 
issued  to  the  rangers   for  collection  of  adult  ear-tagged  coyotes  throughout  the 
year,   instead  of  only  during  the  winter  period  of  January  through  March,   as  here- 
tofore . 

SLK.     A  meeting  of  the  Upper  Gallatin  Conservation  Committee  was  held  at 
Cinnamon  Ranger  Station  on  the  Gallatin  National  Forest  on  May  8  and  9.     One  of 
the   principal  topics   for  discussion  was  concerned  with  management  of  the   Gallatin 
elk  herd.     Hlhile  definite  recommendation  for  the   19^8-49  reduction  will  not  be 
made  until  the  fall  meeting,   it  was  the   general  opinion  that  removal  of  a  sub- 
stantial number  would  be  desirable   for  the  purpose  of  improving  range  conditions. 

On  May  15  and  16  the  spring  meeting  of  the  Absaroka  Conservation  Committee 
was  held  at  Mammoth.     The  surplus  elk  problem  was   one   of  the  major  topics  of 
discussion.     A  review  of  the  elk  situation  for  the  past  six  years  was  presented 
and  general  agreement  was   reached  that  a  large  reduction  will  be  required  in 
19ii8-i;9«     Fall  population  has  been  estimated  at  9»66°»     Definite  recommendation 
for  reduction  was  postponed  until  the  fall  meeting. 

On  May  26  two  men  from  the  Montana  Wildlife  Restoration  Division,  William 
Koch  and  Kenneth  Davis,   arrived  in  the  park  to  tag  elk  calves  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Gallatin  Range  in  the  Swan  Lake  area.     This  is  a  continuation  of  the 
cooperative  project  begun  last  year,   saddle  horses  and  ear-tagging  equipment 
being  furnished  by  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

GROUND  SQUIRREL  CONTROL.     During  the  month  186  ground  squirrels  -were  killed 
for  control  purposes  in  the  vicinity  of  Mammoth  and  about  150  in  the  Tower  Falls 
area.     Control  was  limited  to  developed  areas  where  the  rodents  were  particularly 
numerous. 

TRUMPETER  SWANS.     Trumpeter  swans  have  been  observed  nesting  on  Swan  Lake 
and  on  a  small  lake  below  Madison  Junction.     Observations   of  more  remote  nesting 
sites  have  not  been  made. 
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PISH  CULTURS  AND  PLANTING.     The  State  of  Montana  removed  the  fish  traps 
on  the  Madison  River  at  the  West  park  boundary  on  May  18,   after  collection  of 
1,037,680  rainbow  spawn.     Fish  spawn  collection  operations  were  still  being 
carried  on  at  Trout  Lake  at  the  close  of  the  month,   530,1+00  rainbow  eggs  having 
been  collected  at  the  end   of  the  period.      It  is  anticipated  that  total  collec- 
tions at  Trout  Lake  will  be  approximately  750,000.     At  Yellowstone  Lake  fish 
traps  have  been  installed  and  egg  collections  will  be  undertaken  in  June.     Some 
large  7"inoh  rainbow  from  the  Snnis,  Montana,  hatch® ry  were  planted  in  the 
Madison  and  Gibbon  Rivers. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.     The  month  was  spent  in  getting  the  fire  equipment 
in  shape  to  be  dispatched  to  the  field  stations  in  preparation  for  the  fire 
season.     The  annual  report  of  forest  protection  and  building  fire  equipment  was 
prepared  and  submitted  as  well  as  the  annual   overhead  report. 

Trails.  It  was  impossible  to  begin  trail  maintenance  work  until  May  17 
due  to  late  snow.  On  the  17th  two  men  were  assigned  to  the  West  Yellowstone 
District  and  the  trails  in  the  low  country  were  cleared.  On  May  20  work  was 
started  on  the  Yellowstone  River  trail  above   Gardiner,  Montana. 

^hite  Pine  Blister  Rust  Control.  The  personnel  for  this  seasons  work  has 
all  been  lined  up  and  all  necessary  equipment  and  materials  are  either  on  order 
or  on  hand  to  start  work  on  June  1. 

Building  Fire  Protection.     An  effort  has  been  made  to  complete  fire  hazard 
inspections  of  concessioners'   establishments  as  soon  as  they  have  been  opened 
for  tourist  trade.     It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  many  of  our  recommendations, 
made   last  year,  have  been  carried   out  and  that   others  are  being  carried  out  as 
rapidly  as  materials  become  available.     The  establishments  inspected  so  far 
have  been  found  to  be  in  acceptable  condition,  with  minor  exceptions. 

Aocidents.     Five  motor  vehicle  accidents  were   reported  during  May.     In 
four  of  the 88  damages  and  injuries  incurred  were  of  a  minor  nature.     In  the 
fifth  case,   involving  a  motorcycle  whioh  ran  off  the  road  near  the  Sast  Entrance, 
the   rider,  Mr.   J.   C.   Nelson  of  Powell,   Wyoming,   suffered  injuries  and  had  to 
be  transported  to  the  Cody,  Wyoming,  hospital. 

Personnel.     Lucinda  May  Bolt  entered  on  duty  as  Clerk-Stenographer,   CAF-3 
May  3j   Isabel  C.  MoCabe  and  3thel  L.  McDanal  entered  on  duty  as  Clerk-Stenographer, 
CAF-3  on  May  17 •     Dale  Fillmore  eod  as  Messenger  on  the  same  date.     George  Q* 
feeler  eod  as  Storekeeper,    General,   CAF-3  •  Hay  3« 

James  F.  0*  Connor  eod  as  Payroll  Clerk,  CAF-U  on  May  10  by  transfer  from 
the  Veterans  Administration,  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Robert  H.  Robinson  eod  as  Park 
Ranger  on  May  23  by  transfer  from  Hot  Springs  National  Bark. 

Wayne  B.  Alcorn  was  promoted  from  District  Park  Ranger  to  Park  Naturalist, 
PfcS-2,  May  3°.     Park  Ranger  Harry  V.  Reynolds,   Jr.,  transferred  to  Blue  Ridge 
Parkway  on  May  I4.  and  Park  Ranger  Rudolph  F.   Lueck  transferred  to  Zion  and   Bryoe 
Canyon  National  Parks  on  May  25. 
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Deaths.  The  father  of  Resident  Landscape  Architect  Mattson  died  at  his 
in  Kreleth,  Minnesota,  on  May  25. 

Eunice  Wright  Knopp,  79»  Bossman,  Montana,  died  of  a  heart  attack  while 
at  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  on  May  30. 

Miscellaneous.  The  last  regular  meeting  before  the  suimer  season  of  the 
MFFS  Local  QE$  was  held  in  the  Canteen  on  May  3*  George  Mushbach,  President 
of  the  Montana  Federation  spoke  to  the  group.  John  Jay,  President,  Local  k6%, 
and  David  Condon  represented  the  local  at  the  State  Federation  Meeting  in 
Missoula  on  May  22.  Mr.  Condon  was  elected  First  Vice  President  of  the  State 
Federation. 


Sdmund  B.  Rogers, 
Superintendent. 

cot  Region  Two,  in  quintuple. 
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